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Town of High Prairie 


(Revised September, 1970) 


1. LOCATION 


Sections 23, 24, 25 and 26, Township 74, Range 17, W5th, in Census 
Division No. 15. This location is 225 miles northwest of Edmonton on the 
main line of the Northern Alberta Railway and on Highway No. 2. 


2. ALTITUDE 
1,949.2 feet Latitude 55/26 Longitude 116/29 


3. TEMPERATURE 
Average summer - 57° F. 
Average winter - 17° F. 


Average annual - 34.5° F. 


4. RAINFALL 
Average annual snowfall - 54.7 inches. 
Average annual rainfall - 12.53 inches. 


Average annual precipitation - 18.00 inches. 


5. GEOLOGY 


The Lower Smoky River shale or Kaskapar formation forms bedrock at 
High Prairie. The shales of this formation are dark to black marine shales of 
the Upper Cretaceous Age and are notably lacking in good water horizons. 


6. SOIL 
High Prairie is in the dark wooded soil zone. 


Vegetation— 


Mainly woodland in which the tree growth is frequently denser and 
has more evergreens than in the black zone. 


Soil Profile— 


Generally variable, ranging from nearly black to grey. The top soil 
consists of a thin layer of semi-decomposed leaf litter, which may be absent 
in burned-over areas, underlaying mineral horizon that can usually be divided 
into two parts. The upper may be black, grey black, or dark brown. The 
lower part is frequently somewhat leached of organic matter and considerably 
greyer than the top soil. The total depth of these surface horizons average 
about 10 to 12 inches. The sub-soils are generally dark brown in colour and 
lime is found at depths of about 30 to 50 inches. 
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Fertility— 


These soils are usually not as rich as those of black zones. Leaching of 
the top soils has resulted in the loss of some plant nutrients. Nitrogen, phos- 
phorous and sometimes sulphur may be deficient. 


Land Use— 


* 


A system of mixed farming that includes legumes and grasses in the 
crop rotation, supplemented with applications of fertilizers when required, 
should be practised for the best results. 


7. HISTORY 


Hundreds of years ago, the High Prairie region was under water and 
formed part of Lesser Slave Lake. As this huge body of water receded, fer- 
tile country, fed by many small streams, was left behind. The Cree Indians 
named the district “Muskatayosipi”, meaning “Prairie River’, after the main 
stream in the district. 


During the Klondike Gold Rush of 1897-98, many prospectors and 
pioneers passed through the area en route north from Athabasca. A few of 
these prospectors who had left farms in Eastern Canada and the United States 
recognized the fertility of the area and when the gold rush was over, returned 
to obtain homestead rights near Prairie River. The first crops of these new- 
comers were successful and surpassed anything that they had ever seen. Today 
High Prairie and district claim the title of being the “Malting Barley Capital 
of the World.” 


During the early years, the only way of reaching the Prairie River area 
was via an old wagon route to Athabasca and west past Lesser Slave Lake, 
which later formed part of the Klondike Trail. In wet weather, this road 
was often impassable for months, while in the winter the trip was made across 
the ice of Lesser Slake Lake. 


Settlement was sparse in the area until 1912, when the railway was 
constructed from Edmonton to Athabaska. This prompted many settlers to 





Symbolic is the grain elevator background to one of the town’s several financial institutions. 
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take their effects to the end of steel and then travel by team to their farming 
area. In 1914, when the Edmonton, Dunvegan and British Columbia Railway 
(now Northern Alberta Railway) completed the laying of steel to High Prairie, 


there was a heavy influx of settlers, and a small community was established 
beside the stream. 


At first, this community was called Prairie River, but in 1910, the name 
was changed to High Prairie, when the Post Office officials advised that there 
was another settlement of that original name. The settlement at High Prairie 
was incorporated as a village on April 6, 1945, and as a town January 10, 1950. 
Several books have been written about the pioneering days in the High Prairie 
area. Some of the titles are: “Land of Twelve Foot Davis” by J. C. MacGregor, 
“Fifty Years in the Peace River Country” by E. V. Maurice; “Emperor of 
Peace River” by Eugene Myles and the most recent was a comprehensive 
study done in 1967 by the F.W.U.A. Local No. 204 entitled “Pioneers Who 
Blazed the Trail.” Twelve Foot Davis, Peace River Jim, Baldy Red, and 
Barney Maurice are only some of the pioneers who are part of the early 
history of High Prairie. 


8. LIVING CONDITIONS 


High Prairie nestles in the delta of the West Prairie River and is the 
chief trading centre of one of the most productive mixed farming areas in 
Alberta. Forestry, sawmills and lumber, also contribute substantially to the 
local economy. It is a town of trees and luxuriant growth. The physical face 
of High Prairie is inviting with its good homes, wide paved streets, grassed 
and treed boulevards and well-kept business community. Over 90 per cent 
of the town has curbs, gutters and paved thoroughfares. 


It is blessed with many amenities for good living and working conditions. 
There is a modern, centrally located arena and curling rink, both equipped 
with artificial ice, ball park, library and museum, golf course, supervised 
children’s playground facilities, as well as nearby Winagami Provincial Park 
and Lesser Slave Lake (largest in Alberta), where there is boating, swimming, 





Business of the town is conducted from this modern office. 
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fishing and camping. This is also big game country where moose, deer, elk, 
caribou, ducks, geese and grouse can be taken in season. 


The town is serviced by a locally established trucking firm, which 
provides daily service from Edmonton and points beyond, as well as N.A.R. 
and Canadian Coachways. The High Prairie Municipal Airport is equipped 
with lights and beacon and is of DC3 standard. 


Excellent educational facilities are provided by Public and Catholic 
Separate school systems. Modern facilities are available to over 1,600 students 
to prepare them for university or vocational training. 


Health services include a Medical Clinic; four practising physicians; 
one dentist; one chiropractor; two drug stores; two resident Public Health 
Nurses and a Sanitation Inspector who operate as a sub-office of the Peace 
River Health Unit; a 70-bed accredited hospital; a Nursing Home and a Senior 
Citizens Home. 


Utilities consist of a central water and sewage system, with natural gas 
and electrical power supplied by Northland Utilities Ltd. 


There is a progressive weekly newspaper, and for entertainment, there 
is one movie theatre, a public library, a museum, and many service clubs and 
associations that provide an outlet for public service and spare time activities. 


Churches of all denominations serve the spiritual needs of the community. 
Two banks and a Treasury Branch provide financial facilities. Two hotels, 
with 58 rooms, and two motels, with 35 units, provide accommodation for the 
traveller. 


Approximately 70 per cent of the homes are owner-occupied, with mod- 
em apartment blocks, semi-detached and public housing units available for 
rent. 





The police headquarters serve a wide district. 
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9. ADMINISTRATION 


The town is administered by a mayor and six councillors elected accord- 
ing to the Municipal Elections Act. The Secretary-Treasurer carries out the 
policies as set by the Council. 


10. LAW AND REGULATIONS 
The town has 8 RCMP officers, two patrol cars with two-way radios. 
The RCMP also provides protection for industries and areas outside of the 


town. There is a resident magistrate who presides over Criminal and Small 
Claims Court. 


Building Regulations— 


The National Building Code has been adopted. All new buildings, 
repairs to buildings, and removal of buildings are authorized by permit from 
the Town Office. 


Electrical— 
Installations must comply with the Alberta Electrical Protection Act. 


Sanitary 
Installations must comply with the Alberta Public Health Act. 


Gas— 
Installations must comply with the Alberta Gas Protection Act. 


11. FIRE PROTECTION 


The Fire Brigade consists of one fire chief and 18 volunteer firemen. 
The efficiency of this brigade allows the Town to qualify for Class A Insurance 
Rates. 


Equipment: Two fire engines, water pressure at outlaying distribution 
points 50 p.s.i. at hydrants. Fire equipment is used within a mile radius of 
Town. 


The Water Supply is two wells, 560 feet deep with 8 inch casing, with 
36 hydrants in town. Pumping capacity is 400 gal. per minute, and the reser- 
voir capacity is 140,000 gallons. 





Attractive residential areas house the rapidly growing population. 
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12. TAX STRUCTURE 
1969 Assessment: 


uand | 220) 2g er ee. 2 $1,630,110 
Improvenents: Es 2,304,070 
Busines$..23...2 22 ee eee 434,966 
Power <4. 25.00 31,270 
Pipeline -.22. 1 ute 12,500 


TOTAL ASSESSMENT - $4,412,916 


1. Basis of assessment is on Fair Actual Value calculated in regard to 
land as 65 per cent of market value and 45 per cent of market value on improve- 
ments. 


2. Machinery assessable for taxation at percentage of market value set 
from time to time by Order in Council. 


3. Tax rate: based on annual mill rate set by Council and runs in the 
neighborhood of 66 mills per dollar of assessment. 


4, Town annual receipts and expenditures: Annual Budget $550,000. 


5. Net bonded indebtedness of town: $1,347,000 - principal only, as 
of December 31, 1969. 


1970 Mill Rate— 
Municipal School School. Foundation Hospital Health Unit & Senior 


Program Citizens Home 
25.42 5.39 26.70 5.35 3.18 
TOTAL - 66. 
13. AREAS 


Total area of town - 720 acres. 
Streets, roads and lanes - 125 acres. 


Parks, playgrounds - 46.5 acres. 





Fine modern schools are attended by students of town and district. 
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Miles of Roads, Streets and Lanes Gravel Pavement Other 


Provincial ain ae em eel) willow ov 1.50 
Provincial DECONCAL Nets MEN waar ees .70 
Sireers ancderoads uk en ke 50 6.26 .90 


LANICS” os eres Feros 190) 10 «4 ‘Spee 


There are approximately 5.6 miles of concrete sidewalks. 


14. SEWER AND WATER MAIN MILEAGE 
Storm sewer - 15 miles 
Sanitary Sewer - 5.02 miles 
Water Mains - 7.45 miles 


15. POWER 
Three phase 60 cycle power is supplied under a franchise by Northland 


Utilities Ltd. from their natural gas plant at Fairview and the gas turbine 
plant at Valleyview. 
Residential Rates— 

First 30 KWH or less - $2.60. 

Next 20 KWH used per month - 4.2c per KWH. 

Next 150 KWH used per month 3.2c per KWH. 

Next 400 KWH used per month 2.25¢ per KWH. 

Balance KWH used per month 1.7¢ per KWH. 

Minimum monthly rate - $2.60. 


Terms of paymnet - The above rates are net and payable within 10 days 
of the billing date. An additional charge of 5 per cent will be added for 
collection charge on all bills not paid within 10 days after date of billing. 
General Service Rate No. 23 


For services rendered in any one billing month as follows: 


1. For the first 40 KWH per month per kilowatt of billing demand: 


6.6c per KWH 
2. For the next 160 KWH per month per kilowatt of billing demand: 

3.2c per KWH 
3. For the next 200 KWH per month per kilowatt of billing demand: 

2.3c per KWH 


4. For all use in excess of 400 KWH per month per kilowatt of billing 
demand - 1.8c per KWH 


For customers having a billing demand of 5 KW and less, the minimum 
monthly bill shall be $3.10. For customers having a billing demand in excess 
of 5 KW, the minimum monthly bill shall be $1.20 per KW of billing demand. 
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16. WATER 


Water is obtained from two wells that are 560 feet deep, with 8 inch 
casings and 571 feet deep with 8 inch casings. The water is pumped into a 
140,000 gallon reservoir. The pumping capacity is 400 gallons per minute 
for each pump. The average consumption each day is 130 to 150 thousand 
gallons with a peak consumption of 180 thousand gallons. ° 


Water Rates Schedule 


First 2,000 gallons per month - $4.00 

Next 3,000 gallons per month - 1.50 

Next 45,000 gallons per month = 25 

Next 50,000 gallons per month SOU 

Next 100,000 gallons per month -  .75 

Subject to 10 per cent discount if paid within 15 days of billing date. 
Water Analysis Parts per Million 

Total Dissolved Solids 854.0 

Ignition Loss 138.0 

Hardness 147.0 

Sulphate 99.0 

Chloride 126.0 

Alkalinity 410.0 

Nitrates - Nitrogen 17.5 

Fluoride 120) 

Iron 2.40 

Conductivity 1090 


Water is filtrated and chlorinated. 





The High Prairie Nursing Home is a desirable adjunct to the town services. 
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Sewer Rates 
Residential - $2.50 per month. 
Rooming Houses - basic rate $2.75, per room .50. 
Garages: with washrack $7.50; without rack $5.00. 
Hospital: $50.00 
Hotels: Licensed and including cafe, $50.00. 
Schools: Per room - $5.00. 
Apartments: Per suite - $2.50, 
Churches: $2.50 
Theatre: $10.00. 
Creamery: $25.00. 


17. GAS 

Natural gas is supplied under a franchise by Northland Utilities. 
Domestic rates: 

First 2 MCF or less used per month - $3.00. 

All additional MCF used per month 08. 


Industrial rates can be obtained from the company. 


18. L.P. GAS 
Heat value - 2,521 BTU per cu. ft. at 60° F. 
100-Ib. cylinders - $7.25. 
Bulk - 18c per gallon. 
Storage capacity - 10,000 gallons. 


19. DIESEL FUEL 
Heat value - 135,000 to 140,000 BTU per gallon at 60° F. 
Heating oil is 20.4c per gallon both summer and winter grade. 
Diesel fuel prices: Farmers - 22.4c per gallon. 
Otherwise —- 25.4c per gallon. 
Storage capacity 133,000 gallons. 


20. COAL 
Very little coal is used by the residents and it is $12.50 per ton off the car. 


21. LOCAL RESOURCES 

Cereal grains, dairy products, honey, sand and gravel, horses, sheep, 
hogs, cattle, poultry products, straw, fish, furs, oil and gas, lumber and pulp- 
wood. High Prairie is known as the Malting Barley Capital of the World and 
also produces large quantities of rape seed. 
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22. GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND SERVICES 
Federal— 


Post Office; RCMP Detachment; Department of Veterans Affairs; Depart- 
ment of Indian Affairs; Canada Manpower Centre. 


Provincial— 


Alberta Government Telephones; Treasury Branch; Dept. of Municipal 
Affairs; Dept. of Lands and Forests; Fish and Wildlife Division; Dept. of 
Highways and Transport, Dept. of the Attorney-General, Magistrate, Probation 
Branch; High Prairie School Division No. 48; Superintendent of Schools - High 
Prairie Division No. 48; Superintendent of Schools - Northland Division No. 61; 
Department of Social Development; Peace River Health Unit; District Agri- 
culturist; District Home Economist; Juvenile and F amily Court; Department 
of Youth; Alberta Liquor Store; Human Resources Development Authority. 
Municipal— 

Council Chambers; Secretary-Treasurer and _ staff; Building Inspector; 


Preventive Social Services; Waterworks Foreman; Fire Hall; Industrial Develop- 
ment Co-ordinator. 


Other Municipal Buildings: Library and Museum; Police; Emergency 
Measures Organization. 


23. HEALTH SERVICES 


The Providence Hospital has 76 beds and is an accredited hospital oper- 
ated by the Government. The staff consists of an administrator and office 
workers, 30 graduate Nurses (R.N.), 14 Nurses Aides (CNA), 17 Ward Aides, 
one orderly, plus dietitian, laundry, kitchen and domestic housekeeping staff. 
Public ward rates per day are paid by the Government except for the first $5.00. 
Non-residents pay $25.00 per day. 


The Peace River Health Unit maintains an office in town, with two 
resident nurses and a Sanitation Inspector. They also have a baby clinic every 
Thursday and the rest of the week, they make house calls in out-of-town areas. 


The Senior Citizens Home accommodates 50 people, and the Nursing 
Home accommodates 50 people. 


Other services consist of four medical doctors, one dentist, one chiro- 
practor, and two optometrists calling monthly. 


24. PROFESSIONAL AND SKILLED PERSONAL SERVICE 
(Excluding health service) 


Type of Service No.: of Establishments 
Accountant 408 ee ee ee 1 
Barrister) viconccc ede eee ee 1 
Barbers: «cicenette tes eee 3 
Beauty. Parlors’ 2s. ow) 

Watch) Repairs’ sss tence ae 8 ee 1 
Gunsmith W220. Se ee ee ee uf 


25. TRANSPORTATION 


Northern Alberta Railways, daily freight service between Edmonton and 
Dawson Creek, but no passenger service. Canadian Coachways Ltd. - twice 
daily between Edmonton and Dawson Creek. Local truck - daily to and from 
Edmonton, operating from High Prairie. Several wholesaler-owned and con- 
tracted trucks hauling on a casual load basis. About twenty owner-operated 
gravel and heavy hauling trucks plus two firms operating a transit mix. 


26. NEWSPAPERS 
Weekly: South Peace News; Daily: Edmonton Journal. 


27. COMMUNICATIONS 


Alberta Government Telephones; Post Office; Radio: CKYL, Peace River; 
TV: CBXT Channel 2, High Prairie; CTV Channel 3, Peace River; Lighted 
Airstrip built to DC3 standard. 


28. FINANCIAL FACILITIES AND ASSETS 


Royal Bank of Canada, Provincial Government Treasury Branch, Toronto- 
Dominion Bank. Maximum lending power to one account depends on the 
individual and the account. District office approval required beyond $6,000. 


29. HOTELS 
Spaulding Hotel 28 rooms; $3.50 and up, with a beer license 
Park Hotel 30 rooms; $3.75 and up, with a beer license 
Motels— 
Hi Lodge 22 rooms; $8.00 and up 
Villa Motel 13 rooms; $7.00 and up 


30. TOURIST CAMPS 
Government campsite, one mile from town; Winagami Provincial Park, 
22, miles from town. 





Among the many services available residents is that of the modern High Prairie Hospital. 
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31. CHURCHES 

Anglican; Roman Catholic; Ukrainian Catholic; United Church of Can- 
ada; Baptist; Church of the Nazarene; Jehovah’s Witnesses; Pentecostal Assem- 
blies of Canada; Cree Chapel. 


32. LODGES AND SERVICE CLUBS 

Masonic Lodge; Order of the Eastern Star; B.P.O.E.; Order of the Royal 
Purple; Chamber of Commerce; Junior Chamber of Commerce; Catholic Men’s 
Club; Jaycettes; Canadian Legion; Ladies Legion Auxiliary; Optimist Club; 
Hospital Auxiliary; Home and School; Church Auxiliaries. 


33. RECREATION 

Facilities: Modern, centrally located arena and curling rink, both equip- 
ped with artificial ice; ball park; library and museum; golf course five miles 
west; children’s wading pool (supervised) and playground; boating; fishing; 
camping at nearby lakes, as well as swimming. Stock car racing track; rodeo 
grounds; Provincial Park and other nearby parks. 


Clubs— 

Figure skating, ballet, drama, gun club, square dancing, judo, tennis, 
baseball, fastball (both men’s and ladies’), senior and minor hockey associations, 
flying. 

Hunting— 


Hunting in season of Moose, Deer, Elk, Caribou, Ducks, Geese and 
Grouse. Licensed guides are readily available. 


34. EDUCATION 


Full education facilities in Elementary and High School, including new, 
modern E. W. Pratt High School. 


SCHOOL Grade Enrollment 
High Prairie Elementary he 300 
Prairie River 4-9 550 
E. W. Pratt High 10-12 300 
St. Andrews R.C. Separate 1- 9 460 

TOTAL ENROLLMENT | VA6L0 





Long-time residents of the district of senior age reside in this attractive senior citizen’s lodge. 


Zz 


Access to universities, junior colleges, business schools and_ technical 
schools. Grouard Vocational School serves adult technical educational needs 
of High Prairie. 


35. THEATRES AND HALLS 


Capacity Stage Piano 
Park Theatre 400 yes no 
Elks Hall 200 no yes 
Arena (upstairs ) 500 yes yes 
Legion Hall 250 yes yes 
Catholic Church Hall 250 no no 


36. CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

The High Prairie Library is sponsored by the Town and Provincial 
Government grant, service clubs and membership fees. The Library and Mu- 
seum are open every Monday, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.; Tuesday, 12:00 noon to 
5:00 p.m., Wednesday through Saturday, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. There are also 
music, art, drama and craft groups. 


37. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 


Boy Scouts, Cubs, Air Force Cadets, golf club, 4H Clubs, Brownies, 
Girl Guides, C.G.I.T. 


38. SPORTS 


Baseball (senior, intermediate, junior, midget, pee wees), softball, curl- 
ing, hockey (senior and junior), golf, stock car racing. Facilities: covered curl- 
ing rink with artificial ice, covered arena (seating capacity 2,500) with artificial 
ice, exhibition ground for sports, children’s playground, school grounds, nine 
hole golf course, stock car track. 





Recreational activities winter and summer are undertaken at this Sports Palace. 
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39. FAIRS 


School Sports Day; High Prairie Elks Stampede; Winagami Beach 
Annual Picnic. 


40. HISTORICAL SITES : 


Located on the Klondike Trail. Treaty No. 8 signed by Chief Moostoos 
and the Federal Government on the Sucker Creek Reserve, eight miles from 
High Prairie. 


41. CO-OPERATIVES 


Alberta Wheat Pool Seed Division; U.F.A. Bulk Fuel; Alberta Wheat 
Pool; United Grain Growers; High Prairie Livestock Shipping Association. 





The seed cleaning plant is contributing substantially to the quick growth of good grain 
production in the district. 
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42. INDUSTRIAL AND BUSINESS 


Type of Industry No of Type of Industry No of 
or Business Establishments or Business Establishments 

ACCOUNT IE Be au see ee ce 1 Flard WatecStores a vale ec 2 
ution, Dealones vee ey Coc 3 LE REI CY cease ee eee er oe 2 
AutopBodyeShopsy «cy renci ls iis aks sescaer 2 Implements (farm) ete kangtiy. duucsit 2 
Auctioneer Fa.2.7 75... aes WO). 3 Jewellery, Shop irraccsniense Paste apes 2 
Bakoryese stereos ls 1 IZalind tye (COll) meee ae ee 1 
Ban kg seca tee ee, cc S Ladies! Wear tsi. secs sects sssnsse I 
Piarbera see gee ee 3 LAW OFFICE nae opesetee sateen atten anne i 
Beauty Parlors 20000 cece 2 MenistWeargre eerie tie sate nae 2 
Building Supplies 00.0000. 2 Mh cae i ah ie : 
CimtaaWehie 8! ; pao Saba heunticen “aces cht ener aaa eee ee 2 
Carnes ce es fs ee ers Stores eee cen cues 1 
Bier es oe Rae an ae Oil ‘Distributors 2... eee 4 
Chtiromenctorerers Sr mci n 1 Planing Mills & Sawmills... 2 
eaons a So. Ba aera 1 Poole Room mer grr ean cle eo 2 
Coal Dealerisy it: k ee 1 Propane Distributors ....... ....... ...... 1 
Confectionery! 2565) ies hid ee 2, Pulpwood Buyers 0.0 occ. cocecee ccceee. 1 
Dentist te ahi os ge ele 1 Radio & TV Repairs ....... ........ ....... 1 
WOCHOLS ey Sane erie sheen: 4 Restaurante ee ees oe ei, 3 
IDTUp SENT os Wee ae P Ah Snccacss Selects 2 seedeCleaningee lant == =a 1 
ity (Cleaners sa. = ween: hea 1 Shoc@Repairs ere nt ce 2 
Electrical Appliances & Furniture ... 3 SpoOLtings Goods sees ene en ee 1 
Electrical Contractors .... ........ ........ 2 Meat OR aero eres cess Setext. uals 1 
Flowers and Photos ...0:.. clo, cesses. 1 A Tors tg reese eae alse Banc 1 
Huneral@Parlorsgesse ae ee 1 Tire SBOP oesecee estes csccesess sensetee senecee 2 
Garage & Service Stations ...... ........ 4 eraret belVii xen ee ere rte oo eer tn Ae 2 
Grain thie Department Store serene 4 
(storage capacity 595,000 bu.) 5 Welding-Machine (5 sarc. ecu sess 2 
GTOCeries Pre sores ere. Celica cece, 4 Woodworking armas roy ccc eae 1 


43. SITES 


Ideal residential and industrial sites adjacent to railway and highway 
with all utilities, can be obtained from the town or private owners. 


44. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


High Prairie is the centre of a lumber and mixed farming district. 
Pulpwood and dressed lumber are shipped out in carload lots. According 
to the 1965 census, the average size of farm in Local Improvement District 
Number 125 comprises 400 acres. However, 160 acre and 320 acre farms 
each make up about 60 per cent of the total number. Eighty per cent of 
occupied farm land is owner-operated. Ten per cent of all farms are operated 
by a non-resident owner. 


Sixty-five per cent of all occupied farmland in the district is improved. 
Ninety per cent of improved land is cropped, 30 per cent is summerfallow 
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and 10 per cent is in pasture. The area in wheat, oats and barley in 1969 - 
was 123,000 acres and 250 acres per farm respectively. 


Considering the size of farms, mechanization has made considerable 
progress. About 100 of all farms report tractors, 90 per cent trucks and 85 
per cent grain combines. Ninety-eight per cent of the farms are electrified. 
The fact that there are 2.5 horses per farm would indicate a great interest 
in riding and rodeo performance, as well as use for ranching. 


The source of farm cash income in the district surrounding High Prairie 
is not available. Income from forest products and fur farming are important 
components of the latter item. 

Trading Area— 


North, 60 miles; west, 25 miles; south, 35 miles; and east, 40 miles. 


45. POPULATION 
Trading area - 1969: 13,615. 


Town population - 1967 Dominion Census: 2,430. 
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